ACADEMIC SENATE
OF
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

SACRAMENT®O

Minutes -~ Issue. #13
February 25, 1988
ROLL CALL
Present: Barnes, Barrena, Beckwith, Bess} Brackmann, Colen,

Cook, Cordero, Farrand, Figler, Fitzwater, Hamilton,
Harralson, Kellough, Kenny, Koester, Lee, Martell, John
Maxwell, Moore, Moorehead, Palmer, Phelps, Radlmsky,
Rehfuss, Rice, Rios, Sauls, Scheel, Shannon, Stroumpos,

Sullivan, Summers, Swanson, Tcbey, Tooker, Torcom, Van
Auker, White, Wycosky, Yousif

Absent: Alexander, Banks, Kaltenbach, Joan Maxwell, Rodriguez,
' Rombold, Savino, Seward, Stephens, Tzakiri

ACTION ITEMS

AS 88-13/GE, Ex., Flr. GENERAL EDUCATION TRANSFER CURRICULUM

The Academic Senate endorses the position on a general
education transfer curriculum as stated in the memorandum
(Attachment A) from CSUS Academic Senate Chair Barrena to CSU
Academic Senate Chair Ray Geigle.

Carried.

AS 88-14A/Ex., Flr. HUMAN CORPS, RESOLUTION ON THE

Whereas, The State of California has created a Human Corps
within the California State University, the
pr1nc1pal object of which is to promote community
service, partlcularly as it may benefit and meet the
human needs in our society; and

Whereas, The CSU is dedicated to serving the public interest
through education; therefore be it

Resolved That the Academic Senate of CSU, Sacramento, endorsd
the concept of voluntary student community service;.
and be it further

Resolved That the Academic Senate, CSU, Sacramento, encourageg
departments and programs to facilitate student
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involvement in community service programs where
there is an academic rationale that is program-
specific, clearly defined, and developed by faculty.

Carried.
AS 88-14B/Flr. HUMAN CORPS

Resolved That the Academic Senate, CSU, Sacramento request
that its Chair, Juanita Barrena, send to CSU Senate
Chair, Ray Geigle, a memorandum (Attachment B) .
expressing the sentiments of the body on the Human
Corps program and its implementation.

Carried.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 p.m.

;;2&ggggéﬁZEZCZ,ﬁLvu¢rx,/
~ danice McPherson, Secretary




_ Attachment A
Academlc Senate Minutes

MEMORANDIUM February 25, 1988
DATE: February 25, 1988
TO: ‘ Ray Geigle, Chair

CSU Academic Senate

FROM: Juanita Barrena, chair .
C8U, Sacramento
Academic Senate

SUBJECT: #Response of the CSUs Academlc Senate to the Proposed
General Education Transfer Curriculum

The faculty at CSUS have supported past efforts to facilitate
transfer and will support future efforts. Effective transfer in
a large and complex state presents major challenges that cannot,
however, be met exclusively through the creation of a common
General Education Curriculum.  In fact,, exclusive or excessive
reliance on this one mechanism may do as much harm as good. We
are unconvinced that a strategy of focus upon a GE transfer . .
curriculum will yield the desired results of improved transfer..
To date, no effective argument that sets general education into
the appropriate broader context has been offered

VYour letter of December 10 1987 clalms that the proposed
curriculum among-other;things "...is deliberately broad to
allow campus variability of the kind that characterizes our
current program." We are not convinced that in all areas the
language of the proposal will "...maintain the essential
'richness' of our current pattern .". Nor are we convinced that
the proposal has been carefully enough drafted to eliminate .
confusion on a number of points such as the ability of any campus
to impose its own additional graduation requirements.

We recognize that the basic outline of the common curriculum is
guite similar to the pattern currently in place under EO 338. 1In
most areas, adjustment to the proposal would not be difficult or
controversial on our campus. One area, that of English
Communication, stands out as threatening what we consider to be a
significant feature of our current campus GE prcgram. Our
program has three courses in the basic sub]ects category: :a
speech course, a composition course and a critical thinking
course. In our judgment, all three courses have made significant
contributions to the training and preparation of our students.

#Adopted by the CSUS Academic Senate on February 25, 1988,
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The language of the proposal ("...six units of which must be
devoted to written composition") suggests that we must abandon
our critical thinking requirement (and slip that subject matter
into other courses) or abandon our speech requirement (and slip
that material into other courses). We understand the importance
of writing within the context of formal composition classes and
the need for more writing. We are, however, opposed to building
more composition into the general education program at the
expense of either the speech or the critical thinking
requirement. Three memoranda attached to this document address
aspects of this issue. We must emphasize that contrary to your
assertion, the language in the current draft of the GE transfer
curriculum does not allow campus variability of the kind that
characterizes our current programs.

A second aspect of the proposed GE transfer curriculum that is
cause for concern on this campus is the omission of a designated
area comparable to Area E ("Life-long Understanding and D
evelopment™) of the current CSU General Education Program.
Tradltlonally, the core of America's higher education has
emphasized the acquisition of knowledge and individual personal
development. Although the role of a general education program in
the "development of the whole person" is addressed nominally in
the proposal under "Subject Area: Arts and Humanities," we
believe that a category devoted explicitly to this purpose should
be included within the core of a general education program.

Since the importance of this area is recognized in EO 338, its
exclusion from the proposed GE transfer curriculum may constltute
an unwritten mandate that campuses offer upper division courses
to satisfy this requirement. 1In our judgment this would not
only limit campus development of the unique character of their GE
programs by how they define the nlne—upper division unit
requirement, but may also result in the elimination of lower
division courses from the GE program that contrlbute to a campus'
success in meeting the objectives of Area E.

We wish to comment on three other matters:

1. There must be more consideration of the real nature of the
problem. Is the problem significantly within GE or is it
elsewhere? If careful examination reveals no significant problem
in GE, are there alternate and more appropriate solutions to
fa0111tate transfer and preserve the richness of campus programs?
For example would a lower unit transfer program with campus or
system options on remaining lower division requirements better
recognize the diversity of campus experience, while facilitating
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ease of transfer? In addition, such a model might alsoc address
issues of high unit majors. Therefore, the process should be
slowed. The issues and relevant data can reasonably be examined
this spring. Models, that is to say specific curriculum
proposals, should be considered in early fall 1988.

2. In the past, the CSU had changed its GE requlations and
campuses have changed their programs. Individuals have
expressed the fear that once a statewide GE transfer curriculum
is in place it will be come difficult if not impossible to make
any changes. The formal adoption of mechanisms for periodic
consultation, review and revision concurrent with adoption of the
curriculum is in order.

3. The facilitation of transfer cannot rest exclusively upon a
GE transfer curriculum. It would be reassuring if we had
specific recommendations on (for example) certification
procedures, changes in budgetary formulae on staffing of
admissions/school college relations, creation of transfer
centers, etc., rather than the vague statement concluding the
December 8, 1987, memorandum from the members of the
Intersegmental Committee of the Academic Senates.

In light of the above and in spite of our strong support for
effective transfer mechanisms, we cannot support the current
proposal.

CD/JB
Attachments

cc: (C8US Statewide Academic Senators
Donald Gerth, President, CSUS
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Attachment B
Academic Senate Minutes

MEMORANDUM February 25, 1988
DATE: ~  March 1, 1988 '
TO: ' Ray Geigle, Chaif

CSU Academic Senate

FROM: ~-Juanita Barrena, Chair
. .. CSUS Academic Senate

SUBJECTQ | #Response of the CSUS Academlc Sente to AS 1759 87 on
the "Human Corps" o <

In response to your December 7, 1987, memorandum on the Human
Corps, the Academic Senate, CSU Sacramento, chose a resolution
rather different from AS-1759-87/AA. : While the position paper
"Student. Community Service .(Human Corps) in the CSU" does a fine
job of addressing certain of the 1ssues, 1t is inadequate in a
few regards, and thus does not receive our complete support.

Volunteer efforts of community service by students (indeed by
all of society) are crucial to our state. Current communlty :
service efforts in the CSU (e.g., volunteer prograns, fleldwork
and internship activities) are substantlal are worthy of pralse,
and are.a source of pride for the CSU. Furtherance of such
efforts is a laudable goal for the state. There are several
aspects to AB 1820 (Human Lorps). that are troublesome, ‘however.

Throughout section 99100, it appears that the program is
motivated by the unmet needs and social challenges faced by our
state, rather than the education of students. The search for
"cost- effectlve solutlons"1 leads to students as laborers (and
this might be a false economy, as academic credit for community
service becomes expensive when the cost of educatlng a student. is
cons1dered) The lessons of life that are learned through

the general populace than to the students of the state,'the
latter are simply more accessible, and 1mmed1ately beholden to
the state government. The act expounds the value of "real
worldnrl experiences, as, opposed, apparently, to our preternatural
academic world. There is another assumption that is implicit in
this legislation—-students have time, possibly spare time and
p0551bly time spent in coursework, that is better spent..in
service to the community. This mlght be true in some cases.
However, the large number of part-time students who takebreduced
loads in order to accommodate other commitments suggests
otherwise. - Furthermore, the act specifies that an.average of 30
hours per year per . student is the approprlate level of

fadopted by the CSUS Academic Senate on February‘25,,1988.
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participation and that participation is academically approprlate
for all students. Since the act sets a goal of 100%
participation, a peculiar sort of volunteerism, the question of
whether "a mandatory program should be establlshed“

seems to be predetermined.

To the extent that the Human Corps program merges ‘with the
academic goals of the CSU, we have a legislature making major
dec;s;ons about currlculum. They have correctly observed that

"Existing community service efforts have successfully
demonstrated that participation in public service is of
mutual benefit to part1c1pat1ng students and the rec1p1ents
of thelr serv1ces "

They have then concluded that more communlty service effort would
be of greater benefit to students and to the recipients of their
services.  Whether more is better for the students' education is
a decision that is best made by the architects of the academic
programs that serve the students.

The p051tlon paper of the CSU Academlc Senate on this subject
correctly identifies the uneven effects of this program on
'students, depending in part upon their economic and social
situation. We are left to ponder the expense and propriety of
employing a staff to evaluate the economic and social ‘hardships
suffered by students, to determine who is exempt from the
program.

The definition of oommunlty'serv1ce provided by AB 1820 begs the
questlon' "Which community service endeavors qualify?" How can
the answer to that gquestion avoid becoming a political, '
religious, and moral platform for the CSU? Only if community
service projects are measured against academic programmatic goals
can we avoid the mire of political discriminations as to which
community service is of genuine value to the community. If the
community service projects do not serve academlc programmatlc
goals, then we are left in the mire.

* This then is the sine QUa non of our 1mplementatlon of the Human
Corps

Communlty service projects must have "academic rationales
that are program—spe01f1c, clearly deflned and developed by
the faculty "2

"While the CSU p031tlon paper correctly identifies this issue, it
fails to recognize its significance. For example, to what end
would we survey "activities undertaken by public spirited people
associated with the CSU, but entlrely W1thout formal connection
with their student status"27
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Our resolution is not intended to be captious, nor is it in any
way in conflict with the ideals of volunteerism and community
service, nor is it a fundamental departure from CSU Academic
Senate resolution 1759-87. Rather, it is an observation about
the primacy of academic matters in the academy.

lap 1820
2A5-1759~87

JB:j
cc: President Gerth
CS5US Statewide Academic Senators



