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Briefly describe the program proposal (new or change) and provide a justification.

Biological Sciences is proposing the following changes to its pre-major requirements:

Change the minimum acceptable grade in pre-major courses to “C” (presently it is “C-)
Base the GPA for consideration on the pre-major courses only
Raise the minimum GPA across the pre-major courses to 2.5

Rationale for each change:

1.

Changing the minimum acceptable grade for pre-major courses from “C-*“ to “C” (this still must
be in the first or second attempt at the course) will increase the likelihood that students will be
successful in later courses that depend on the information gleaned from these introductory
classes. In addition, it will solve the problem of students who earn a “C-“ grade in Chem 1A,
which presently allows them into the major, but still requires them to repeat Chem 1A (as they
need a “C” or better to move to Chem 1B).

Calculating the GPA for consideration on “the most recent 30 graded semester units and on any
of the courses listed above that were taken prior to the last 30 graded semester units” is confusing
to everyone, and in reality, the grades that matter are those in the pre-major courses. Thus, we
would like to simplify the process and make it more appropriate for interested students.

We are in the process of applying for impaction, as we cannot serve the number of students
interested in our program. While gathering information for that application, we came upon
several students with pre-major GPAs below 2.5 who were really struggling with our upper
division course work. We would like to provide students with a slightly higher “bar” upon
admission so that they have a more appropriate understanding of the rigor that faces them.
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COMPARISON OF NEW AND OLD PROGRAMS

New Program

Old Program

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Freshmen interested in the major are
admitted as pre-Biological Science
majors.

To change to the Biological Sciences
major, pre-major students are required to
complete the following course and grade
requirements and submit a Declaration of
Major form to the Biological Science
Department Office along with transcript
copies.

1) Completion of the following lower
division "pre-major" courses with a “C”
or better. Only first or second attempt
will be considered.

BIO 1, BIO 2, CHEM 1A, STAT 1, ENG
1A (or equivalent)

2) Overall GPA of 2.5 based on the pre-
major courses listed above.

3) Minimum of 30 units completed at the
college level.

Requirements - Bachelor of Arts
Degree

Units required for Major: 62-66
Minimum total units required for the BA:
120

Courses in parentheses are prerequisites.

UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS

Freshmen interested in the major are
admitted as pre-Biological Science
majors.

To change to the Biological Sciences
major, pre-major students are required to
complete the following course and grade
requirements and submit a Declaration of
Major form to the Biological Science
Department Office along with transcript
copies.

1) Completion of the following lower
division "pre-major" courses with a “C-”
or better. Only first or second attempt will
be considered.

BIO 1, BIO 2, CHEM 1A, STAT 1, ENG
1A (or equivalent)

2) Overall GPA of 2.3 based on the most
recent 30 graded semester units and on any
of the courses listed above that were taken
prior to the last 30 graded semester units.

3) Minimum of 30 units completed at the
college level.

Requirements - Bachelor of Arts
Degree

Units required for Major: 62-66
Minimum total units required for the BA:
120

Courses in parentheses are prerequisites.






